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INITIATIVE PETITION'

ARTICLE XXXIII

-

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO
CONSTITUTION OF CALIFORNIA
OLD AGE PENSIONS. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. Empowers Legislature to
provide pension payments to aged citizens, and provide funds therefor by appropriate taxation.
Declares State pensions shall be superseded by and to extent that Federal pensions are established.
Declares neither financial ability of relatives, nor of pensioner, to extent permitted by Legislature,
shall make recipient ineligible for pension. Declares pension receipt shall not be considered act
of indigence or pauperism. Prohibits reduction or discontinuance of pension ,except after court
hearing. Declares pensioner not indebted to State except in cases of fraud. Voids State liens on
pensioner's property.
•

THE PEOPLEOFTHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
The Constitution of the State of California shall be amended by the addition of the following provisions, as hereinafter set forth:
,

'

Sec. 1. The Legislature of California shall have the power to enact laws providing for the payment of pensions to aged persons,
citizens of California, based on qualifications as to age, length and place of residence, property holdings, 'and earnings al eltablished by the
Legislature; also to provide necessary funds for the payment of such pensions by appropriate methods of 'I'axation, funds so provided
whether such pensions are to be paid by the State of California alone or by joint actions of the State of California and the Feder-a!
Government.
Sec. 2. In the event that the Federal Government shall establ~.h a nation-wide old age re-tirement system of pensions for citizenl of
the United States uniform in its application and as adequate in amount as that authorized and provided by the State of
then
and in that event such nation'al ,pension shall be in lieu of ,any state pension provided under the provisions of this Amendment, to the
extent of any amount so provided; but if any national pension shall be in a less amount than the pension specified by the law of California,
the difference between such sums shall be provided and administered as this Amendment proVldel, subject to the lame conditions a. to
eligibility of the citizen to receive such pension.
Sec. 3. No citizen shall be denied a pension because of the property holdings or income of any other individual, child, spouse, or
other relatives, or because of any provision of law requiring such to lupport dependent parent., or because of the financial ability of any
such relative to provide for the support of a citizen, applicant for or reCipient of a pension.
Sec. 4. Any recipient of a pension under this Act shall be permitted to own, hold, or convey to others real estate, cash, or other personal property in such amount as the Legislature shall provide; without rendering such applicant or recipient ineligible to receive such
•
pensIon.
Sec. S. Any recipient of a pension may receive from his own labor or services, or from rentals of property owned by him (or her)
remuneration in any amount provided by the Legislature, without becoming ineligible to receive such pension.
Sec. 6. Any law passed providing for the payment of pensions shall be administered by a depaJtment established for such purpose
separate and distinct from any organization engaged in the administration of laws governing the distribution of public or private charity.
Such citizens pension shall be deemed a right accorded to citizens by virtue of their status as citizens, and shall never be regarded,
treated, or administered as an act of indigenCt! or pauperism.
Sec, 7. When any pension h'as been granted to a citizen under the provisions of law as enacted by the Legislature of California, no
reduction of ,amount of an individual pension shall be made, and no such pension shall be cut off, save by the death of the pensioner,
until such pensioner shall be first granted a hearing before a court of record of the County of which the pensioner is a resident, and full
opportunity given such pensioner to defend his right to a continuance of the grant.
Sec. 7-A, Any applicant for or recipient of a pension granted under the Legislative authority conferred by this Act, who feels that he
has been discriminated against by reason of any ruling made by any administrative officer or body empowered by I'aw to administer
laws enacted pursuant to this Amendment, shall have the right, upon cause shown, to obtain a writ of review issued by any court of
record in the county in which such applicant for or recipient of a pension shall be a resident at the time the action complained of occurred,
and to have such qU,estion or questions judicially determined and proper relief granted.
Sec. 8, No grant of a pension to an aged person, or the enjoyment of the same, shall create the relation of debtor and creditor between
a pensioner and the State of California, or any legal sub-division thereof, save where such pension shall have been obtained by fraud; in
which event action may be maintained against the party so receiving, with such penalties as the Legislature may provide.
Sec. 9. No citizen of California receiving such a pension shall be considered in the custody of the State of California, or any subdivision thereof, by reason of such pension, or subject to surveillance or control in his manner of living, by state or county officials or
employees of the county in which he shall reside; save when adjudged incompetent to care for himself by proper tribunal or when admitted to a state or county hospital for medical attention j in such cases the patients shall be subject to the rules of the institution in the
same degree as other patients,
Sec, 10. No action shall be hereafter maintained in any court of the State of California against any person for the recovery of any
sum heretofore or hereafter paid to the citizen as a pensioner, or in the form of old age assistance, excepting in cases of persons conspiring to obtain such pensions through fraud.
Sec. 11. Every person receiving lIuch pension sban be at liberty to travel to or from any portion of the United States without forfeiting such pension, unless he or she shall be absent from the State of California for more than six months continuously in anyone year,
or shall take up his permanent residence elsewhere than in the State of California.
Sec. 12. All liens upon property of recipients of old age assistance acquired previously to September 1, 1937, by the State of California or any legal sub-division thereof, as a condition precedent to receiving or continuing to receive old age assistance, and all contra~ts or other i{lstruments given as security upon or establishing a claim 'against any property, heretofore executed by applicants for. or
reCIpients of old age assistance, in favor of the State of California or any legal lub-divisions thereof, are hereby declared void and of no
effect, and shall not be treated as a cloud upon the title to any property from and after the adoption of this Amendment.
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